been welcomed by millions of people and if implemented will dis-
pel fear and anxiety on both sides to a considerable extent. Some
major disputes will, however, remain; the foremost amongst them
being the problem of Kashmir. Although we are confident which
way the people of Kashmir, 80 per cent of whom are Muslims, will
vote, we will abide by whatever the democratic verdict may be. But
more than two years have passed and the date of the plebiscite can-
not yet be foreseen. This had sorely tried our patience and as long
as things remain in a fluid state it is difficult to check the rising tide
of unhappiness and bitterness -amongst the people of Pakistan. We
have every hope, however, that as the world's understanding of this
question increases and Pakistan's point of view is increasingly appre-
ciated, the democratic resolution of this dispute will not be long de-
layed. Pakistan is prepared at all times to submit all disputes to
negotiation, mediation and arbitration: in short, to the most peace-
ful and most reasonable methods that can be devised.
To the western world we look for two things, that it will main-
tain world peace and that it will help the underdeveloped countries
by throwing open to them the fullest advantages of its experience,
its technical knowledge and technical skill. Indeed the two aims are
the same. For it is difficult to see how peace can be maintained when
there is such glaring economic disequilibrium in the world. And it is
difficult to see how this disequilibrium can be removed in time to
save the world from the catastrophe of the war, unless the more
advanced countries in the world take an elevated and enlightened
view of their moral responsibility. We realise that the underdevel-
oped countries must themselves organise their own initiative and
utilize their own resources, material and spiritual, to the fullest.
If there are any countries that subscribe to this view but half-
heartedly, Pakistan is certainly not among them. Its economy is
sound, its successive budgets have been balanced and it has a
favourable trade balance with the dollar area. It is fast educating
itself^ sending its men and women abroad for training and utiliz-
ing the help of technical experts from abroad. It is going ahead